
 

 

WILLIAMSTOWN GARDEN CLUB 
GENERAL MEETING 

May 10, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom 
St. John’s Episcopal Church - Lower Room or remote 

 
 
A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Co-President Karen Pellegrini called the meeting to 

order at 1:10 p.m. The minutes from the April 19 meeting will be posted on the Club 
website. 18 members attended in person and about 6 via Zoom. 

 
B. WELCOME:  Karen welcomed all to the meeting and thanked the Hospitality 

Committee for refreshments. She thanked Kathy McKnight and Denny Meneghelli 
for creating new name tags and urged members to sign up for Club activities. 

 
C. INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER: Karen introduced our speaker, Dr. Deborah 

Chud, an avid follower of Piet Oudolf, Dutch garden designer and proponent of 
“The New Perennial Movement”.  Her presentation was rapid, detailed and well-
illustrated. Detail can be found on her website: notyourmothersgarden.com, via 
Instagram: instagram@pietgarden, and she can be reached at dfchud@gmail.com. 
She offers an online course. Her main points were: 

 
1. The meta concept is to include both coherence and contrast in a structure-

based planting. 
2. Juxtapose plant structures: spires, plumes, umbels, daisies, and a final 

category of ball, button and globe shapes. 
3. Juxtapose plants of different heights, including tall, see-through plants toward 

the front of the garden. 
4. Color combinations can be close on the color wheel or opposite. 
5. Juxtapositions of plants must be related in either structure or color.  
6. Use the neutrality of grasses. 
7. Use plants with a low flower-to-foliage ratio. 
8. Use plants that catch the breeze or light. 

 
D. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Karen displayed the book on butterfly gardening to be 

donated to the library in honor of Dorothy Edgerton and will purchase a second 
garden book to honor past-President Anne Short. 
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1. She displayed this year’s Club poster. 
2. She asked members to join the committee planning the Club’s 90th 

anniversary and to share ideas with her or Maria Siskind. 
3. Container annuals should be picked up in Elaine Neely’s yard between 3:00 

p.m. on Tuesday, May 24 and the end of the next day. Plants will be sorted 
and labeled by members’ names, per Kathy McKnight. Denny Meneghelli will 
assume leadership in 2023. 
 

E. COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS: Diane Van Kempen announced an event on 
Saturday, June 18 at Wing and a Prayer Nursery in Cummington, which specializes 
in bee-friendly native plants. Tours will be offered at 11:00 and 1:30 and Club 
members will receive a 10% discount on all plant purchases. 

 
F. NEXT MEETING DATE:  June 14, 2022 at the Rural Lands Foundation, 1:00 p.m.: 

“Purchasing & Correct Planting of Woody Plants” with Ken Gooch, arborist. 
 

G. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 p.m.! 
 

Submitted by 
Karen Parker 
Recording Secretary 
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