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WILLIAMSTOWN GARDEN CLUB
November 9, 2021 GENERAL MEETING
1:00 P.M. The Harper Center

CALL MEETING TO ORDER: Co-President Maria Siskind called the meeting to order at 1 pm.

WELCOME: Maria welcomed everyone to the meeting. Kathy McKnight introduced new member
Sandey Goodbody. Twenty-four members and three Proprietors’ Fields residents attended.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Maria reminded all present to sign up for the Greens Workshop on December
7t at the Harper Center and for the Holiday Luncheon at noon on December 14" at the Williams Inn.
Additional sign-ups and cancellations for the luncheon must be made by November 29. Contact Linda
Conway at (413) 458- 8525 or Igconway23@gmail.com. Please be sure cancel if you are not able to
attend. Member dues ($35) and Holiday Luncheon tickets ($25) can be paid in person at the December
7" meeting.

NEW BUSINESS: Co-President Maria Siskind introduced our guest speaker, Andrea Little, a National
Garden Club Master Judge and Floral Designer, and her presentation: “Principles and Elements — Keys to
Creative Success in Floral Design”. Andrea came equipped with a selection of eight vases donated from
her personal collection and a vast, stunning and occasionally unusual selection of flowers, greens and
berries she chose from the Chelsea Flower Market especially for our event.

Andrea described many of the plant materials she brought, their best use as blooms, elements of line or
as fillers, and provided a list of common plant names and care instructions. She stressed the superior
qualities of some newer hybrids, including stronger stems. She advised purchasing plants when the
markets open to assure freshness and variety. Andrea noted the following in her arrangements:

a. All plant materials were washed and dried and stored for 24 hours in a water and plant-food

solution.

b. Andrea provided excellent insight into the main elements of good design:
1. Balance
2. Contrast (in textures, colors and between solid materials and space/light)
3. Dominance of a single element
4. Flow (nothing should stop your eye as you study an arrangement from different
perspectives)
Rhythm
6. Proportion and scale of plant materials relative to the container (the top of the

o

arrangement is typically 1.5 to 2 times higher than the length of the container) and with
each other

7. Restraint (using only three to five different types of plant materials)

8. Space (providing openings that allow light and absence of mass to provide contrast and
to reveal the arrangement’s lines)



9. Variety in plant texture (the short, dense fine balls of Dianthus “Green Tick” carnations
contrasted with strong vertical, airy elements)

c. Important techniques Andrea demonstrated included the following:

1. Setting the bold line of her arrangement first, as suggested by the container and to
establish the tone, shape and direction around which the arrangement will be built. She
later reinforced the line with additional plant material.

2. Using her warm hands to gently bend stems, leaves, and even anthurium blossoms to
the lines or shapes required by her design. She bent anthuriums from upward-curving to
downward-curving to achieve the broader, expansive line she needed.

3. She used Oasis to hold stems in place but also recommended Japanese Kenzen or wire
cages steadied by small rocks for those avoiding oasis.

4. Cutting stems on the diagonal, whether at the base or upright within the visible part of
the arrangement, and her habit of turning the flower stem upside-down, placing the
flower near its location in the vase and cutting the stem a bit taller than the desired
flower height. Her advice: cut long and trim to exact height.

5. Posing your flower carefully for height and for upward vs. sideways orientation
At several points she demonstrated using scissors to thin overly-dense
leaves in order to leave more space and light in her design.

7. Useful materials demonstrated included Uglu strips and dashes, two different sizes of
sticky tape that adhere leaves to containers or each other when a downward bend is
needed. Uglu is an Oasis product.

d. Andrea asked Linda Dragat and Betty lannitelli to create an arrangement which she could
critique. Linda and Betty were great sports, their arrangement was quite successful, and
Andrea was able to demonstrate her insights and goals effectively. We enjoyed occasional
fond exchanges between Andrea Little and Anne Tiffany during Andrea’s presentation.

e. Kathy McKnight acknowledged Doris McNabb’s ninety-fifth birthday.

f. A raffle was held, and eight club members were able to take one of Ms. Little’s stunning
arrangements home.

5. NEXT MEETING DATE: Our next meeting will be the Christmas greens workshop at the Harper Center at
1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 7. Members are reminded to watch for our Constant Contact email
newsletter. All new information will be shared through newsletters sent this way. Also, check the Club
website for current event dates and times.

6. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 pm.
Submitted by

Karen Parker
Recording Secretary



